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A HANDBOOK OF LIVING PRIMATES. Morphology, Ecology and Behaviour
of Nonhuman Primates. By J. R. Napier and P. H. Napier. London, Aca-
demic Press, 1967. xiv, 456 pp. $21.50.
Now that books purporting to show that man is just an ape at heart, and
in other ways, are making the best seller lists, a handbook of the tribe itself
should command more than ordinary interest. The idea of this book seems
an excellent one: it indeed appears to meet its objective as a useful, work-
ing volume (a little bit on the bulky side) of the living primates. Falling
between Osman Hill's multivolume, The Primates and something like Ivan
Sanderson's, The Monkey Kingdom, it can be stated that the illustrations
are good to excellent and the information conveyed to the reader (in tele-
grafese) is quite abundant. Obviously specialists in one or a few primate
forms may be unhappy with the coverage. However, the reviewer, as an
old (lapsed) Tarsiologist was glad to catch up with recent literature on
this wonderful little beast. Only a very few primate forms are at all well
studied in any systematic way and it is a measure of our relative neglect
of our non-kissing cousins that of the 56 listed genera even the gestation
periods are unknown in 26 and only approximately known in another 13.
This makes for a large body of ignorance of the endocrinology of the
primates, to mention but one area, and generalizations about their sexual
behavior tenuous indeed.
Identification of species is greatly enhanced by the compendious list of
common, generic and specific names, and the volume would be a useful
accompaniment on a visit to the monkey house of a good zoo were it not
for the deplorable job of binding delivered by the Academic Press. A word
about the reference list and index. Considerable reliance on secondary
sources means that the reader must fight his way to the originals by a
devious route. Figure 3 on p. 41 is a strictly personal example. It is
astonishing that Ruch's Bibliographia Primatologica could escape docu-
mentation except on grounds of over-familiarity. On the other hand,
Goodman's excellent papers on primate immunochemistry (and taxonomy)
are all listed but tracing them into the text is a major task and the index is
no help. I suspect that other such nuggets are lurking in the references, but
not in the index.
This reviewer is constantly surprised by the sheer energy expended in
compiling longevity records of animals in captivity-and by their almost
total meaninglessness. A more useful addition to Part III, the Appendix,
would have been the emergence of the dentitions in the one form in which
it has been definitively studied, M. mulatta (Hurme and van Wagenen).
This Handbook is warmly recommended to students and workers in
primate biology and to interested bystanders generally of "This Simian
World." H. R. CATCHPOLE
Department of Pathology
University of Illinois
Chicago, Illinois
THE SPREAD OF CANCER. Pathogenesis, Experimental Methods, Interpre-
tations. By Joseph Leighton. New York, Academic Press, 1967. xiii, 208
pp. $3.65 paperbound.BOOK REWIEWS
The author intends this short monograph to be a primer for the laboratory
study of neoplasia. He proceeds by first explaining the terminology and
phenomena involved in malignancy and concludes by describing the ex-
perimental models he and co-workers have devised to study many forms
of cancer.
In describing the phenomena, a profuse number of well interpreted his-
tological sections are employed which graphically illustrate the events in
neoplastic transformation and progression. Through restricting attention to
the carcinomas, the major form of human cancer, the author has, on the one
hand, simplified the presentation, but, on the other, he has deleted some of
the most interesting types of cancer. The embryonated egg transplantation
system is described in some detail, and problems that it has been used to
exploit are cited. Unfortunately, little success has been obtained with this
system in transplanting human tumors; however, the method does have
the virtue of allowing one to study the interaction of transformed cell with
the organism.
In interpreting the events culminating in malignancy, the author pre-
sents the standard explanations which he himself recognizes to be only
half-truths.
This is a readable primer to the study of cancer. The title is perhaps a
bit misleading.
ROBERT J. KLEBE
CURRENT Topics IN DEVELOPMENTAL BIOLOGY. Vol. II. Edited by A. A.
Moscona and Alberto Monroy. New York, Academic Press, 1967. xviii,
299 pp. $14.00.
Developmental biology is a diverse and active area and promises increasing-
ly to attract the attention of workers in other disciplines. For this reason,
it is timely that this series has been initiated. First, the series can aid one
group of developmental biologists by up-dating them on what another seg-
ment of the field is doing and; second, it can be a convenient avenue into
a certain aspect of development for those entering the field from other areas.
In this first volume, the molecule, the cell, and the organism are given
equal time and this is as it should be. If it were otherwise, the series would
appeal to only a few embryologists or molecular biologists and not the wide
readership that it is aimed at. The first two articles deal with approaches
to an understanding of development from the point of view of the chemistry
of heredity. A. S. Spirin discusses the regulation of expression of m-RNA
in several systems; J. R. Collier presents recent biochemical findings on
the classical spiral cleavage phenomenon. Maurice Sussman presents an
intriguing survey of slime mold development and his recent studies on the
biochemical genetics of its control. The current standing of embryonic in-
duction is presnted by H. Tiedemann and a chapter on a cell system illus-
trating this phenomenon is contributed by P. F. Goetinck. An outstanding
review of plant cell culture and its bearing on our understanding of plant
development is provided by F. C. Steward and his co-workers. H. J.
Becker reviews the genetic analysis of a class of developmental mutants
effecting the facetation of the Deosophila eye. Two chapters are devoted to
the biochemical and cellular aspects of erythropoesis.
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